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TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL CRITERIA PROPOSED FOR SELECTING TOP ITALIAN 
MILITARY 

1 . SUMMARY: CHAIRMAN, ITALIAN CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES' 

DEFENSE COMMITTEE, HAS PROPOSED BILL SETTING ADDITIONAL 
AND POLITICAL CRITERIA FOR FILLING ITALY'S TOP MILITARY 
POSTS. AMONG CRITERIA IS "ABSOLUTE QUARANTEE OF 
DEMOCRATIC SENTIMENTS AND BEHAVIOR". PROPOSED CRITERIA 
ARE OFFERED IN WAKE OF SEVERAL SCANDALS INVOLVING SENIOR 
ITALIAN MILITARY OFFICERS OVERTHE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. 

IF THIS. OR A BILL LIKE IT WERE MADE LAW, DEFINING 
"DEMOCRATIC" WOULD OPEN DOOR TO AVOR BOARD VETTING OF 
HIGH MILITARY OFFICERS' POLITICAL RECORDS BY POLITICAL 
PARTIES, INCLUDING THE PCI. END SUMMARY. 

2. FALCO ACCAME, SOCIALIST DEPUTY AND CHAIRMAN OF 
THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES' DEFENSE COMMITTEE IS 
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PROPOSING FOUR NEW CRITERIA FOR THE SELECTION OF 
MILITARY OFFICERS TO FILL TOP DEFENSE POSTS. ACCAME 
DISCUSSED THESE CRITERIA IN A DEC. 10 FRONT PAGE 
INTERVIEW WITH THE PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL NEWSPAPER 
LA STAMPA. HIS CRITERIA WOULD BE ADDED TO THOSE 
ALREADY LAID DOWN BY A 1955 ALW ON MILITARY 
PROMOTION. 
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3. CRITERIA. ACCAME'S BILL PROPOSES FOUR REQUISITES 
FOR THE PROMOTION OF GENERALS AND ADMIRALS TO TOP 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL (READ NATO) COMMANDS: 

A. "ABSOLUTE GUARANTEE" THAT DEMOCRATIC SENTIMENTS 
AND BEHAVIRO BE PRE-EMINENT AND BEYOND A DOUBT. 

B. EFFECTIVE EXPERIENCE WITH INTER-SERVICE PROBLEMS 
SUFFICIENT TO OVERCOME NARROW SINGLE-SERVICE VIEW- 
POINTS. 

C. ELEVATED CULTURAL LEVEL. 

D. CHARACTERISTICS CAPABLE OF DETERMINING PRESTIGE AND 
CREDIBILITY BOTH WITHIN AND WITHOUT THE MILITARY. 

4. BY "ELEVATED CULTURAL LEVEL" ACCAME MEANS AS HE 
POINTS OUT IN THE INTERVIEW, THAT HIGH-RANKING OFFICERS 
SHOULD HAVE A GRADUATE EDUCATION. CRITERION (B) ONLY 
ACKNOWLEDGES THAT INTER-SERVICE RIVALRY IS A PROBLEM IN 
ITALY, AND EQUALLY, THAT IT HAS NO PLACE IN THE UPPER 
RANKS OF THE MILITARY. REQUIREMENT (D) IS MORE 
DIFFICULT TO INTERPRET. ACCAME SEEMS TO MEAN THAT 

A CANDIDATE FOR TOP POSITION MUST BE ACKNOWLEDGED 
FIT BY HIS PEERS, BY THE PUBLIC, AT LEAST BY THE 
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PARLIAMENT. HE REMARKED THAT PARTISAN OFFICERS IN 
WORLD WAR II WERE ELECTED BY THEIR MEN, BUT DENIED 
THAT WAS WHAT HE HAD IN MIND IN HIS BILL. IN TODAY'S 
REALITY, HE SUGGESTED, THE AUTHORITY SYMBOLIZED BY 
RANK BUST BE EARNED, NOT JUST CONFERRED. 

5. ACCAME'S PROPOSALS ARE A REACTION TO THE MANY AND 
VARIED SCANDALS - THE MOST NOTORIOUS OF WHICH HAVE 
STRONG POLITICAL OVERTONES - INVOLVING SENIOR OFFICERS 
IN RECENT YEARS. ALTHOUGH THE SCANDAL-MONGERING 
PRESS HAS PROBABLY OFTEN OVERSTATED MILITARY INVOLVE- 
MENT IN VARIOUS AFFAIRS, IT IT TRUE THAT SOME HIGH LEVEL 
OFFICERS HAVE BESMIRCHED THE MILITARY'S HONOR. SUCH 
BEHAVIOR HAS INVITED PARLIAMENTARY INTERVENTION. IN 
ACCAME'S OWN OWRDS: "AFTER WHAT HAS HAPPENED. PARLIA- 
MENT HAS GOT TO SET NEW CRITERIA FOR CHOOSING THE TOP 
MILITARY COMMANDS. ON CAN'T CONTINUE LOOKING ON (FROM 
THE SIDELINES)". 

6. COMMENT: THESE CRITERIA ARE NOW ONLY CLAUSES IN 
A LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL, AND IT IS TOO EARLY TO JEDGE 

THE BILL'S CHANCES OF ENACTMENT. MOREOVER, THESE WOULD 
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NOT BE THE ONLY REQUISITES A CANDIDATE MUST FULFILL. 
THERE REMAIN OTHER MORE TRADITIONAL REQUIREMENTS, 
DEALING WITH LENGTH OF SERVICE, QUALITY AND VARIETY 
OF PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE, ETC. WHAT IS 
PROBABLY THE MOST TROUBLING CRITERION IN THE ACCAME 
PROPOSAL IS THE ONE BASED UPON A GUARANTEE OF "DEMO- 
CRATIC SENTIMENTS AND BEHAVIOR". APRAT FROM THE 
FUNDAMENTAL PROBLEM OF DEFINITION - IN AN ITALIAN 
ECUMENICAL POLITICAL LEXICON WHERE WORDS LIKE 
"DEMOCRATIC" CAN HAVE SPECIAL AND OFTEN CONTRADICTORY 
CONNOTATIONS - IT SUGGESTS THE INTRODUCTION OF AN 
EXPLICIT POLITICAL TEST FOR PREFERMENT IN THE 
ITALIAN MILITARY. THERE HAS OBVIOUSLY LONG EXISTED 
A SET OF IMPLICIT POLITICAL CRITERIA FOR SELECTION 
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TO SENIOR MILITARY POSTS IN ITALY - BASED PRIMARILY 
ON ACCEPTABLITY TO THE RULING DC, AND TO SOME EXTENT 
ON ACCEPTABILITY TO THE US AND NATO. IN PRESENT CIRCUM- 
STANCES, ESTABLISHING A FORMAL MEASURE OF POLTICAL 
ACCEPTABILITY WOULD OPEN THE PROCESS TO A DRIECT PCI 
ROLE AND FURTHER CONDITION THE ATTITUDES OF THE 
MILITARY OFFICER CORPS TO THE PCI VISION OF ITALY AND 
ITS PLACE IN THE WORLD. GARDNER 
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